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This archive covers November 1995 through May 1999. 


• May 26-28, 1999: WebHub International Conference in Mannheim, Germany. 

• March 27, 1999: Three new Delphi add-on products: Alexei's TOlePragProp , UnitOQPS OLE Drag and Drop , and 
Alcxei's DHTMLEventHandler . 

• March 26, 1999: WebHub vl.720 is available for Delphi 3 and 4, registered users. 

• February 26, 1999: The V^ebHub Wizard is available for Delphi 4! ! 

• January 30, 1999: The new version of the WebHub Developer's Manual is ready. 

• November 19, 1998: WebHub vl.640+ includes a new parser that supports much greater nesting of macros, 

putting comments into macros, and using multi-line macros. In-house we have already found this to give us an 
incredible productivity boost. 

• September 11, 1998: An updated version of TWebRubiconSearch is now available for Rubicon2. Free upgrades to 
registered users; contact Customer Service. 

• September 4, 1998: WebHub Power HTML vl .603 is shipping. 

• July 13, 1998: WebHub VCL v 1.600 is shipping for Delphi 4 - free trial and for registered users. 

• July 10, 1998: Form to HTML Converter is now available for Delphi 2, 3 AND 4, and C++Builder 3 users! 

• June 15, 1998: WebHub vl.50 is announced! Press Release. 

• June 14,1998: Form to HTML Converter available for Delphi and C++Builder programmers! 

• June 9, 1998: Rubicon Professional is available through HREF Tools. Combine that with TWebRubiconSearch for 
fast, effective full-text searches on the web, using Delphi and WebHub. 

• May 20, 1998: The WebHub Coolness Layer is now available! This is special ISAPT filter gives you "cool" URLs. 

• April 6, 1998: The Hub vl.43+ runs as a service and survives login/logout. WebHub vl.443 is available today for 
download in all versions (Delphi 2, Delphi 3, registered and trial.) 

• March 24, 1998: WebHub vl .42 for Delphi 3 is shipping for trial and registered users. 

• January 30, 1998: An updated webhub.hlp file is available for free download. This contains hundreds of new entries 
on the tPack classes and components, more guidance for WebHub beginners. 

• January 21, 1998: The WebHub Shopping Cart Jump Start Project is shipping, with its own user manual. 

• October 8: Branding will forever change the way you design sites that need to be in search engines while retaining 
dynamic features. Branding is part of WebHub 1 .24+. 

• October 2: WebHub version 1.24 is fully compatible with NT 4 SP3. 

• October 1 : FREE WebHub Trial Version 1 ,23 is shipping for Delphi 3! 

• Sept 15: There is a major new release out, available as WebHub version 1 .27. 

Significant new features include: 

o You may run the Hub and your custom EXEs as services. 

o There is a new HTML editor with search and replace, shortcuts for entering WebHub syntax, and more, 
o There is a new WebHub Project Wizard that enables one to quickly create ftill-featured applications using 
the WebHub panels. 

o There are new entry-level demos; you may preview these on demos.href com . 
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o Much more! The full release notes are posted in the customer download area. 

This is the first paid upgrade since WebHub first shipped in October 1995. 

■ , • Sept. 7: We confirmed that WebHub 1 .04 is compatible with Microsoft Personal Web Server on Win 95 as well as 
with MS IIS 4 (beta), 

• Sept 1: WebHub 1.06 is compatible with the Advantage Database Server product from Extended Systems. This BDE 
replacement gives you client/server functionality with FoxPro and other .dbf files. 

• June 16: WebHub Release 1.04 is available for customers and trial users. There are files for Delphi 2 and 3. This 
release is free to customers. 

• May 20: WebHub Version 1. 00 is available for download by customers for Delphi 2 and 3. 

• May 7: Version 0.925 is available for customers. The most important aspects to this release are (a) refmements in the 
hub and runners, and (b) a fiiUy reusable user interface across the hub, all demos, and opfionally any of your own 
projects. 

• March 18: Version .911 This release is available for customer download, along with a demonstration project that 
shows off the new TWebRubicon component for fiill-text searches over the web, 

• January 27, 1997: Version .9 The trial build is off to CD manufacturing now, and is posted for immediate download. 
The registered build will follow tomorrow. The main enhancements were to the Hub user interface. On the 
documentation side, the help file has a about 200 new entries and the tutorial has been completely upgraded to match 
this version. 

• December 19: EEP 8.95 There has been a lot going on behind the scenes at HREF during the last couple months. A 
combination of the 8.94 hub + runners plus the new 8.95 components are available for customers and free trial. 
Feature highlights on the new components: 

o cloned datasets support third-party products derived from TDataSet such as InfoPower 

o TWebPicture now helps you generate graphics for buttons (prev, next, home, etc.) so you can quickly make all 

the files for a consistent user interface 
o Web Action components can live in any form or data module (i.e. they can move out of the main form of the 

project) 

o no more workarounds for using data modules, and all the components refresh completely on their own now 
(bug fix) 

o sample webaction component which gives you a user interface for an alphabetical index into any database 
o lots more... 

• October 27: EEP 8,94 Interim release for customers only. 

• September 28: EEP 8.91 The files for trial and registered users are ready for download. 

• September 11: Pricing and trial policy changes with 8.9 The trial period has been extended to July 4th of next 
year. The trial hub will support 1 custom webapp. 

• September 10: WebHub EEP 8.86 Full press release is here ... 

This version is now available for customers and free trial users to download. The expiration date is October 31,1 996. 

What's hot: VRML demo that also shows extensive user interface control, using frames, written with only WebHub 
chunks and macros; no custom cgi programming required. Also: new TWebDataForm component provides an Instant 
Form for any record in a table. That is demonstrated in the HTSAMP demo. 

• September 3: WebHub EEP 8.83 Posted... Thanks to everyone who contributed on our listserv with bug reports and 
suggestions. The connected panel connects easily now; we are running on Win95 at least for testing purposes; the 
runners can serve unlimited files for use with VRML; ISAPI support remains strong; macros keep getting better; ail 
those broken links in webhub.hip are fixed. 

August 17: Trial of WebHub EEP 8.8e: Posted. Memory leaks are out, the Hub has e-mail and there are enhanced features 
for security. 

August 2: trial version 8.6: Available for download. The full multi-surfer ISAPI runner is included. This version is 
supported on win NT only. 
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version file. 

lJuly 15: Kits shipping: Quick Start Kits are shipping for version 8.5a. 

► .July 7: Free Trial of EEP 8.5a: Hub, Components and User Manual are available for your review now. Demos have been 
upgraded to 8.5a! 

July 1: Version EEP 8.5 update: EEP 8.5a files are shipping to customers. 
Please bear with us as the content of this site shifts from version 8.41 .3 to 8.5.... 

May 14: Quick SQL demo: See HTQRY3 in the free demos - surfer enters SQL and that runs against the table of your 
choice. This will work with any Paradox or dBase table, or use Delphi Client/Server to connect to SQL Server, Oracle, 
Sybase, Informix, Interbase tables if you want. Output to the web is handled by the TWebDataGrid component and displays in 
a scrollable HTML table. 

May 13: Update on the free demos: The two newest demos are: listserv signup and a fairly sophisticated e-mail demo that 
does form-to-e-mail, form letters with mail merge of data from the web, and integration with PolyForm .pf files. 

These are free e-mail solutions that you can run with the trial version of the Hub System (expires 6/30). 

March 4, 1996: Version EEP8.3 is out, with 32-bit code for registered users. 

February 18: Preliminary releases of WebHub version EEP8 are posted. 

Really hot in EEP8: 

• support for more servers - Netscape, Spry, WebSite (not Microsoft yet!!) 

• maitre d' hub - can bounce requests to multiple machines 

• media server support ~ cycle requests for large files across machines 

• Hub Apps - one of your apps can have its static pages handled immediately by the Hub 

• micro charging ~ use macros to charge surfers for items linked on a page 

• new webhub starter project makes it Really Easy to start a new web-app 

• oh yeah, there's a Java demo in the samples now; it shows how surfer data can be passed as parameters to a Java 
applet. 

January 14: We are now shipping the WebHub Quick Start Kit - it contains the software and documentation you'll need to 
get started building interactive web sites. 

December 31 : Happy New Year! ! An updated set of WebHub trial components for Delphi programmers is now available! ! ! 
This set will last until February 15, 1996... 

December 21: Beta 7 shipped to WebHub customers. 

December 19: The Fish Store got some new features, including an e-mail test page, graphics on-the-fly, and a string grid. We 
continue to provide frill source code to the Fish Store so that you can learn to make interactive web sites with WebHub as 
easily as possible. 

November 28: There's now a new version of the WebHub trial components for Delphi, plus an update for all registered 
customers. The new trial version does not expire until 12/3 1/95, and you can create .exe's that interact with a browser such as 
Netscape or Mosaic. 

Included in this release are the new components for email, pgp, outlines, custom graphics, and more. The TWebMail 
component can now send encrypted messages based on 'lines' and a parameter stored in app.defaults; and the TWebMailForm 
component handles the ever-popular form-to-email function. It's been improved so that you can send form literals, cgi 
environment data, cgi system data plus session object data. 

Using the built in support for pgp-dos (and soon viacrypt/windows), you're able to receive orders or information supplied by a 
prospect through a secure channel. 

November 26: Help files are finally happening - for the Delphi components. 
November 9: First release of the trial WebHub components for Delphi programmers... 


November 2: First release of the Trial Application to help you interactively learn how WebHub constructs pages on the fly, 
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&1 1.00 Release: Press release for WebHub 1.0 

Contact: 

Jesse Odell 

The Ford Odell Group 

707/538-9592 

HREF TOOLS SHIPS WEBHUB 1.0 

WebHub 1.0 to provide Delphi users with a proven, extensible 
framework for building scalable Internet and Intranet applications. 

Santa Rosa, OA May 19, 1997 - HREF Tools Corporation today 
announced that after 18 months of rigorous market testing and 
deployment by thousands of Delphi developers, WebHub 1 .0 is 
available. WebHub takes full advantage of Borland International's 
new Delphi 3 Client/Server Suite, providing a comprehensive and 
proven framework for building scalable Internet and Intranet 
applications. 

According to WebHub Architect Michael Ax[i], "WebHub provides 
additional value to Delphi 3. It simplifies the development process 
with complete component-based solutions to the challenges of 
multi-user state management, persistent database connectivity, and 
high level HTML page generation. Developers who choose WebHub 
can leverage these powerful integrated capabilities in a well-honed 
^^^jj^^j^^^^^^ j^^^ij^j^g development time and costs for corporate 
Intranet and Internet projects." 


Web Application Development Framework for 
Borland's VCL 


WebHub is a complete development environment for Delphi 2 and 3 
programmers. Its components give developers everything they need 
to quickly write applications for use with Windows NT web servers. 
The components handle the cgi interface transparently for ISAPI, 
NSAPI, cgi-win and cgi-bin. Included in the palette of over 30 
web-specific components are tools for handling data-aware grid 
controls, e-mail and even interactive outline processing. Although 
WebHub is designed to handle extremely sophisticated, high-traffic 
sites, its web-enabling capabilities can be utilized by any Delphi 
developer for a broad range of web projects. 

"WebHub's advanced Internet development capabilities take 
advantage of Delphi 3's powerful open architecture," said Diane 
Rogers, Borland group product manager. "We congratulate HREF 
on continuing to extend Delphi to deliver a scalable, enterprise-class 
solution for corporate Internet developers." 
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multi-user state management, persistent database connectivity, and 
high level HTML page generation. Developers who choose WebHub 
can leverage these powerful integrated capabilities in a well-honed 
environment, reducing development time and costs for corporate 
Intranet and Internet projects." 

Web Application Development Framework for 
Borland's VCL 

WebHub is a complete development environment for Delphi 2 and 3 
programmers. Its components give developers everything they need 
to quickly write applications for use with Windows NT web servers. 
The components handle the cgi interface transparently for ISAPI, 
NSAPI, cgi-win and cgi-bin. Included in the palette of over 30 
web-specific components are tools for handling data-aware grid 
controls, e-mail and even interactive outline processing. Although 
WebHub is designed to handle extremely sophisticated, high-traffic 
sites, its web-enabling capabilities can be utilized by any Delphi 
developer for a broad range of web projects. 

"WebHub's advanced Internet development capabilities take 
advantage of Delphi 3's powerful open architecture," said Diane 
Rogers, Borland group product manager. "We congratulate HREF 
on continuing to extend Delphi to deliver a scalable, enterprise-class 
solution for corporate Internet developers." 

The WebHub framework offers Delphi professionals a powerful and 
extremely flexible architecture. WebHub's integrated, 
object-oriented approach to web development means extremely fast 
development for straightforward sites, and no-limits functionality for 
high-end sites. 

WebHub can be used as powerful middleware for ActiveX, Java and 
JavaBean clients, providing functionality not found in JDBC, and 
leveraging legacy applications. 

Architecture Ensures Extremely Fast Web 
Applications 

Applications built with WebHub are compiled to native Wintel code 
and perform with exceptional speed. WebHub sites serve dynamic 
pages as much as 40 times faster than those using other methods. 
Pages are produced at a rate of 1 5 to 50 milliseconds per page as 
compared to one or more seconds per page for other solutions. 
WebHub implements a multi-user state machine. This architecture, 
combined with preloaded EXE files, eliminates program and 
database initialization and ensures high performance. 

Unlimited Capacity for High Traffic Sites 

WebHub is an affordable solution for high traffic web sites. The 
package includes a "Hub," a process control module inspired by the 
CORBA ORB. It provides extremely efficient surfer interaction while 
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applications: literally, one or more EXE files built with the WebHub 
components. A webmaster with a high traffic site can 
simultaneously run multiple copies of the same EXE file to service 
extremely high concurrent traffic. The optimal number of concurrent 
EXE files will vary depending on hardware capacity and page 
processing time. When the first machine is saturated, WebHub is 
easily extended to run on multiple servers in a cluster, providing 
linear scalability at a competitive price. 

Long-term Vision for Site Development and 
Maintenance 

WebHub supports HTML specialists and programmers. Because 
HTML is kept separate from program logic, WebHub sites are easy 
to maintain over time. A change in one macro is instantly reflected 
throughout an entire site, and most changes do not require 
recompilation. HTML files can be shared across multiple projects, 
so that subroutines can be developed. An advanced macro 
language supports a wide range of features, all accessible without 
Delphi programming. Remote administration features are included 
for webmasters who use a remote ISP. 

WebHub promotes code reuse at every level. The web action class 
is ideally suited for VCL component authors to create their own 
"actions." All web action components automatically inherit the 
powerful save-state mechanism and the ability to be called from 
HTML, saving weeks of development time and costs. 

"As the frenzy over web development reaches the chasm between 
short-term solutions and core Internet technologies, HREF is 
positioned to reach web developers and corporate information 
systems managers looking for Internet tools with long-term payoffs," 
said Ax. 

WebHub was recently deployed by Universal Tax Systems to build 
a tax preparation site which allows customers to file, prepare and 
compute taxes online. Said UTS President Steve Safigan, "WebHub 
was the key to publishing our application on the web. We needed a 
tool that would allow us to replace our DOSAA/indows user interface 
with an HTML interface. WebHub is the only tool on the market with 
the flexibility and robustness to accomplish this. Using WebHub, we 
were able to adapt our tax program to run across the Web as if it 
was running on a local computer. WebHub gave us the head start 
we needed to develop a true web-centric application." 

WebHub has been commercially available since October 1995. The 
early experience package has successfully been deployed by a 
number of high-profile organizations including the states of 
California and Massachusetts, Lockheed Martin, MCI and Universal 
Tax Systems. Said Ann Lynnworth, HREF's co-founder and CEO, 
"WebHub 1 .0 is unlike typical first version releases. For more than 
18 months, large organizations have successfully implemented 
WebHub for mission critical Internet systems. We can therefore 
state with absolute confidence that WebHub 1 .0 is a mature, 
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WebHub's distinct architecture enables programmers to test 
components and web pages while remaining in the Delphi IDE. 
Property editors from the IDE automatically carry forward to the 
run-time user interface. HREF sponsors a free listserv for active 
developer news and discussion. 

Pricing and Availability 

WebHub 1.0 for Borland's Delphi 2 and 3 is shipping May 19, 1997, 
from HREF Tools Corp. It is available for download via the HREF 
corporate web site: http://www.href.com. WebHub is also distributed 
through Programmer's Paradise (www.pparadise.com), EarthWeb 
Direct (www.developer.com), Grey Matter Ltd. 
(www.GreyMatter.co.uk/) and technical support centers in Australia, 
New Zealand and Switzerland. Pricing starts at $365 for a single 
developer. Hub licensing agreements range from $95 to $1,955 per 
server, based on the number of deployments. 

Product Requirements 

WebHub 1.0 requires Windows NT 3.51+ or Windows 95, Borland's 
Delphi 2 or 3 for custom application development, and a 
Windows-based web server supporting ISAPI, NSAPI, cgi-bin or 
cgi-win, such as Microsoft IIS, Netscape, WebSite and Purveyor. 

About HREF Tools Corp. 

HREF Tools Corp. is a leading provider of VCL-based web 
technology. HREF's approach to product development focuses on 
built-in extensibility and openness through component-based 
architectures. HREF offers consulting services through its strategic 
alliance with Acadia Software. Additional information about HREF 
and its products and services can be obtained at: 
http://www.href.com. 

### 

[1] Michael Ax co-founded HREF Tools Corp., wrote WebHub EEP through v2.005 from September 
1995 to July 2001, ran HREF from January 2000 to July 2001, and has since moved on to a new phase 
of his life. Visit Michael Ax's web site . 

[1] 
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HREF TOOLS ANNOUNCES WEBHUB vl.50 


HREF Tools Corp, releases vl.50 of the WebHub VCL technology for Internet and Intranet application 
development. WebHub includes a web process controller and a suite of web site creation tools. 

Santa Rosa, CA - June 15, 1998 - HREF Tools Corp. today announced immediate availability of the 
1.50 version of the WebHub VCL for Delphi, along with corresponding updates to the full WebHub 
product line. The new features benefit webmasters and VCL programmers during development and "live" 
production, enhancing security, performance and usability. 

New Features for Webmasters 

• Ability to access COM and DCOM objects from WebHub-HTML macros. 

• New advertisement rotation component. 

• New security component for managing user names, passwords and account status for sites requiring 
login/logout. Automatic logout after a period of inactivity is optional. 

• New debug mode for tracing through WebHub-HTML macro calls. 

• New web browser information component, enabling customized pages that include sections of HTML 
or Javascript based on browser capability. 

• New and extended macros, including iflelse scripting, form input shortcuts and anchoring. 

• HTML editor with color syntax highlighting and code templates. 

• Support for dynamic parameterized HTML templates. 

• Form to email without programming; supports form letters with fill-ins based on any macro, and 
activity logging. 

• "Branding" of static HTML files for the seamless integration of static pages into stateful sites. 

• Complete new user manual, "WebHub Power HTML Guide", for non-programmers. 

New Features for VCL Programmers 

• Reusable, "snap together" panel technology for rapid creation of custom web application servers with 
instant yet full-featured user interfaces. WebHub Wizard creates complete projects from shared 
panels, forms and data modules. 

• New SendFilellS method to make downloadable files available with dynamic names and/or content, 
for secure software delivery. 

• Enhanced security : optional monitoring for IP number and web browser changes within a single 
session. 

• Transparent support for cookie based session numbers. 

• New TWebdataform component for automatic creation of data-entry forms based on database records. 

• Support for HTPP head/get requests. 

• Dataset cloning for enabling single user coding techniques in multi-user web-applications. 

• New TWebDropdown component for quick drop-down lists. 

• Recognition of Cold Fusion and Microsoft FrontPage tags. 

• Event handler lists to enable plug-and-play injection of event handlers into existing code. 

• Full compatibility with COM, DCOM and Microsoft Transaction server objects 

• 100+ new utility procedures. 

(continued) 


New Features for Production Use 

• Enhancements to scalability within web server clusters through new load-balancer support modes. 

• Ability to echo the same command to all instances of a custom process - for example, to 
simultaneously reload changed HTML files. 

• Storage of surfer session data within nested subdirectories for lightning fast shared access to 
thousands of session files. 

• The ability to run the Hub as an NT service. WebHub VCL units are available to make any custom 
application server run as a service. 

• WebHub VCL packages for use with Delphi 3 and 4 enabling up to three times more parallel 
instances to run on the same machine as without packages. 

• No BDE dependencies in the primary package. 

• Lower resource requirements: fewer mandatory menu items; user interface panels are now optional. 

• New "WebHub Coolness Layer" add-on for ISAPI makes a dynamic site look static to spiders and 
casual observers. 

Compatibility with related technologies 

• Tee-chart for dynamic graphics, (www.teechart.com) 

• Rubicon for full text searching (www.tamaracka.com) 

• THtmlViewer for HTML rendering/preview, (www.pbear.com) 

• Interbase Objects for direct access to Interbase. (www.ibobjects.com) 

• WebView, WebWatch and WebQueue. (www.spis.co.nz) 

Pricing and Availability 

The WebHub VCL Developer Bundle costs $365 for a single developer. Hub licenses cost $95 to $1,955 
per additional server, depending on the number of application instances. The WebHub Shopping Cart 
Jump Start Package costs $219 per developer. WebHub Power HTML (no VCL) costs $195 and includes 
a 1 -process Hub and a generic application server. Upgrades to version 1.50 are free to registered users of 
WebHub VL10+. 

WebHub VCL 1.50 for Delphi 2, 3 and 4 is shipping June 15, 1998. 
Product Requirements 

WebHub vl.50 requires Windows NT 3.51+ and a Windows NT web server such as Microsoft IIS 1+ or 
O'Reilly's WebSite 1+. The WebHub VCL components require a 32-bit version of Delphi. The 
client/server edition of Delphi is not required. 

About HREF Tools Corp. 

HREF Tools Corp. is privately held California corporation, founded in 1995 to provide leading-edge 
object oriented web technology. HREF has hundreds of customers worldwide. Additional information 
about HREF and its products and services can be obtained at http://www.href com. 

For Editors and Reporters: 

To receive an evaluation copy of any of the WebHub products, please contact Patricia Mansfield at 
707-542-0844 or send email to patricia@mail.href com. A PDF of this press release is online at 
http://www.hrefcom/pr980615, along with linked screen shots. 

### 
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